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Paul and Barnabus have returned from their first missionary journey as we saw in our last lesson. At this point in time they had been at Antioch fellowshipping with the church there a long time. This short time of relative ease is about to come to an end. If you remember, Paul had, in the past, no small disputation with some of the church members at the Jerusalem Church who had been holding on to their Jewish customs. This is situation is going to become a point of contention, as well it should be; the law has no place in salvation or in the teaching of the Lord’s church. Romans 10:4  “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.”
Ver.1.

These men were members of the church at Jerusalem. There can be no



doubt that these were pretenders. Paul had dealt with this problem in the



Jerusalem Church before.  Galatians 2:1-6.

A.
These men were not even good at being pretenders. The church at Antioch



was a sound church; to hear from members of a sister church that salvation



was of the law would cause quite a stir.

Ver.2.

This is a very good example of an incident that never should have



happened. The very fact that they came down to Antioch and taught, tells



us that they were teachers in the church at Jerusalem.


A.
We need to be very careful about who we put in a place of instruction in



our churches. Teachers need to be well grounded in the faith and very



spiritually minded; Godly men. 

1.
We have ample instruction for just such situations. 2Thessalonians 3:6


The church at Antioch could have decided this matter themselves, why



didn’t they, why go to the church at Jerusalem?


2.
Situations like this create doubt, not doubt about what is right, but doubt



about what a sister church might believe or teach. This would be of utmost



importance to the church at Antioch because this church was started by the



church at Jerusalem. Now to hear that the church that sponsored them



might believe something contrary to what they had been taught was very 


troubling. It could even be cause for them to break fellowship with the



sister church if what these men were saying was actually what the church



at Jerusalem believed.


a.
The church at Antioch was spiritual enough to decide this issue for



themselves, this is why there was such a sharp contention regarding what



these men were teaching, they knew it was wrong.



They went up to Jerusalem on a fact finding mission, it was imperative



that they determine what their sister church believed, the law or grace? So



they send Paul and Barnabus to find out.
Ver.3-5.
Notice in Ver.3  Paul and Barnabus are brought on their way by the



church. This speaks regarding church authority; these men did not go up



to Jerusalem on their own, the church sent them. This is also not a



question of one church having any authority over another. Each New



Testament church is autonomous. This is solely a matter of fellowship



between churches and their members.

A.
In Ver5 we see that there were men within the Jerusalem church that



believed that the law must be kept to be saved. It says they were of the



sect of the Pharisees, it also says that they “believed”. This is not to be



understood as being saved. They believed, but it was a head knowledge



not a heart knowledge. They believed Christ had come to save, but they



also believed that once you were saved, you had to keep the law by being



circumcised as Moses commended.

1.
This flies in the face of scripture: Romans 10:4  “For Christ is the end of



the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.” The Son of God is



the only man that ever kept the law in its entirety. It is only through Him,



understanding that He kept the law for us, that we can be eternally saved.


a.
In Christ we keep the law that we could not keep on our own. 



Romans 3:21.
Ver.6-12.
After much dispute among the Church members at Jerusalem, Peter rose to



speak and put the whole matter in perspective. In doing so, he made the



beliefs of this church clear to all, including those who thought that the law



had to be kept also.

A.
Peter puts the pretenders in this church in their place by firmly showing



that salvation was wholly by Grace, without any works of the law mixed



in. Ver.10. He puts it in perspective by telling these pretenders that they



are tempting God, and putting a Yoke on the neck of disciples by their



Jewish teaching concerning the law. The yoke he speaks of is the law.

1.
In Ver.11. He goes on to show all, including the representatives of the



church at Antioch, Paul and Barnabus, that this church belied in salvation



by Grace and faith in Christ. God has one Gospel for all and makes no



distinction between men, whether they be Jew or Gentile.

B.
There are those that say they are Christians today that believe that



Baptism saves. This teaching is just another way of saying you have to



keep the law to be saved. If Baptism saves, then there is something you



must do to be saved…be Baptized. This is another gospel. 



Galatians 1:6-9.


1.
Peter reminds them that God has put no difference between them. In 



Ver.8-9 he shows that salvation is all of faith with nothing of works mixed



in.
Ver.13-21.
Now the Apostle James has his say in the matter. He would put nothing on



the new converts other than that they by Holy. Ver.19-20. He tells them



that the Jews have many that preach the law, but this is not the job of a



New Testament Church. It should be noted here that this is not a



“convention” as some teach, it is simply a meeting of two sister church’s



to determine a point of doctrine. Conventions are foreign to the Word of



God. They are strictly a modern invention, brought about by those of



no spiritual understanding. God’s Word teaches that churches are to be



independent of each other and local in nature, rather than “universal.” 
Ver.22-25.
Now the church at Jerusalem has a meeting and determines to send men to



Antioch with Paul and Barnabus carrying news in a church letter that will



clarify this churches doctrinal position.


A.
We need to note in Ver.24 that although the pretenders went out from the



Jerusalem church, they were not authorized to teach what they did. The



church gave them no such orders.


1.
The words, “went out from us,” could have a quite different meaning than



that they were officially sent out by the church at Jerusalem. It could very



well mean that they went out from the fellowship of the Jerusalem church



because of doctrinal differences and were no longer members of that body.

Ver.30-35.
The message from the church at Jerusalem is delivered to the church at



Antioch with much rejoicing. There is always cause to rejoice over



preserved fellowship that centers around God’s truth.
